Swinton Estate Choose Archbishop’s Youth Trust as Charity of the Year
4th July 2019 
The Archbishop of York Youth Trust are thrilled to announce a partnership with the Swinton Foundation as they choose the Youth Trust as their charity of the year. 
The support of Swinton Estate’s charitable arm will enable the Youth Trust to continue supporting young leaders across the country in character and leadership development. The Youth Trust was founded by Dr John Sentamu in 2009 when he announced his vision to empower a new generation of young leaders who would ‘be the change’ that they need to see in our schools and communities. Through the Young Leaders Award (YLA), a character education programme for all schools, the Youth Trust have so far reached over 80,000 young people; helping them to grow in confidence and building their leadership skills to make a difference in local communities and beyond.
Skelton Newby Hall CE Primary School, just 15 miles from Swinton Park, have been running the Key Stage 2 YLA with their year 6 pupils. This years’ cohort have thoroughly enjoyed taking part in the YLA and have taken part in many personal and community projects to support the community around them. These projects have included a community litter pick, walking neighbours’ dogs, cleaning friends cars and cooking meals for friends and family. To launch the charity partnership with Swinton Park, 6 young leaders from Skelton Newby enjoyed afternoon tea at the Hall, a tour of the grounds and to hear about the work Swinton Park do to support the Youth Trust. 
‘The Young Leaders Award has given me confidence to work as part of a team.’
[bookmark: _GoBack]Alfie, Key Stage 2 Pupil, Skelton Newby Hall
As part of this partnership, Swinton Park hotel will host the annual Youth Trust fundraiser, Carols by Candlelight on the 4th December 2019. Having raised over £20,000 in the last two years, the event is a magical night with music from the Yorkshire Decibelles and a three-course meal in the beautiful surroundings of the Castle. 

Felicity Cunliffe-Lister, Proprietor of the Swinton Estate said:
“Enabling younger generations to achieve their potential is vitally important in building a bright future for our community and so we are delighted to be supporting of the Archbishop of York Youth Trust over the coming year, as part of the Swinton Foundation’s ongoing charitable work in the region.”

The Archbishop of York Dr John Sentamu said: 
“A heartfelt thank you to the Swinton Estate for their partnership of charity of the year with the Youth Trust. I’m delighted with the progress that my Youth Trust is making in reaching more young people and communities across our nation. When I visit Primary and Secondary schools involved in the Young Leaders Award programme, I’m always encouraged and inspired to see how the young people are growing in confidence, leadership and positive character development. They are leaders, not of tomorrow, but today!” 

About the Swinton Estate
The Swinton Estate is one of the largest privately-owned estates in England, situated near Masham in North Yorkshire and stretching over 20,000 acres from the River Ure in Wensleydale up onto the moors. It has been owned by the Cunliffe-Lister family since the 1880s and comprises Swinton Park, the 32-room castle hotel, Swinton Cookery School, the adjacent Country Club & Spa and Swinton Bivouac, the estate’s tree lodge and glamping retreat. www.swintonestate.com

About the Swinton Foundation
The Swinton Foundation is a charitable trust that supports artists, entrepreneurs and communities in the Yorkshire Dales and surrounding area, helping regenerate the rural landscape and with the Swinton Estate providing a base as a catalyst for further enterprise and development.

About the Archbishop of York Youth Trust 
The Archbishop of York Youth Trust is passionate about developing opportunities for young people to grow in leadership, faith and character, in partnership with schools, churches and communities. Through the Young Leaders Award, the Youth Trust has empowered over 80,000 young people from over 675 schools to learn and practice key leadership skills and character virtues and to transform their communities through social action.
For more information on the Youth Trust, visit abyyt.com or phone 01904 231010. 
Follow us on Twitter, Facebook and Instagram.
For any media enquiries please contact Rosie Fraser on rosie.fraser@abyyt.com or 07710 060119. 

