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Get snapping for the ‘Animal Photos of the Year’ challenge!

Entries are invited for World Animal Day’s first international photography contest

Cheltenham, UK – For Immediate Release


[bookmark: _Hlk43912059]World Animal Day HQ has launched an international photo challenge, aimed at amateur and professional photographers, inviting them to submit inspiring images of all types of animals.

The annual celebration of animals, held on October 4 every year, is coordinated by Naturewatch Foundation, a UK-based animal welfare charity that has campaigned on behalf of animals for over 25 years. On World Animal Day, hundreds of activities are held by individuals and groups to raise awareness, or funds, for a multitude of animal welfare causes and issues. This year, due to COVID-19, much of the participation will be virtual, including the ‘Animal Photos of the Year’ challenge.

Keen photographers are invited to submit images of animals of all species. A selection of them will be displayed on the World Animal Day website banner throughout the month leading up to October 4. Four outstanding images will feature on the day itself, when website traffic is at its busiest. People from around the world, and from all walks of life, are invited to take part. Animal welfare organisations are welcome to submit images of animals in their care.

“Like others, our income has been affected by the Coronavirus pandemic,” said Caroline Ruane, Campaign Manager at World Animal Day and Naturewatch Foundation. “Although we aren’t able to offer a cash prize, all images used will be credited, with the photographer’s permission. Being featured on our website banner is a fantastic opportunity, especially for a budding shutterbug, fledgling photography business or animal welfare organisation. The hashtag will go viral on October 4, bringing a huge number of international visitors to our home page and social media channels.”

· In 2019, the hashtag, #WorldAnimalDay, trended in 56 countries.
· #WorldAnimalDay reached 39 million people last year.
· The Spanish hashtag, #DiaMundialDeLosAnimales, also trended.
· Other translations included Hindi, French, Italian, German, Chinese and Greek.

Compassionate celebrities around the world regularly share photos of animals on World Animal Day – an observation that Ruane hopes will motivate others to ‘get snapping’.

“We’re not necessarily looking for technical perfection from expensive equipment,” said Ruane. “People can take fantastic photos using their camera phones. It’s crucial for the images to inspire empathy and action. We want to raise the status of animals worldwide. Our priority is that people consider animals of all species as sentient beings on World Animal Day – and throughout the year.”

The deadline for entries is 11:59 on Thursday September 3, 2020. There is no admission fee.

Images must adhere to animal welfare standards. Full information, including guidelines and submission requirements, can be found on the website: https://www.worldanimalday.org.uk/news/view/world-animal-day-animal-photographer-of-the-year-2020
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NOTES TO EDITORS:

Contacts:

· Claire Brazington, Communications Coordinator, World Animal Day HQ/Naturewatch Foundation
+44 (0)1242 252871, claire@worldanimalday.org.uk
· Caroline Ruane, Campaign Manager, World Animal Day HQ/Naturewatch Foundation
+44 (0)1242 252871, caroline@worldanimalday.org.uk

Other information:

World Animal Day
World Animal Day has grown steadily in popularity since 1925, when the first celebration was held in Germany. 
The movement embraces all animals and the unique concerns of each, in every country, and makes animals front-page news. Through increased awareness and education, a compassionate culture will be developed that feeds into legal reform and social progress to make this world a fairer place for all living creatures.

World Animal Day has over 90 voluntary Ambassadors in 70+ countries. Their role is to:
· Create awareness of the World Animal Day movement in their country.
· Encourage individuals and groups to organise events every year.

The history of World Animal Day

Media Centre

World Animal Day 2019 – social media highlights
World Animal Day 2019 – event highlights

Naturewatch Foundation
World Animal Day coordinator, Naturewatch Foundation, is a registered charity that has been working to improve the lives of animals for over 25 years. Their mission is to end animal cruelty and advance animal welfare standards around the world. Naturewatch Foundation sponsors the annual World Animal Day grant, which is open to all World Animal Day Ambassadors.
www.naturewatch.org
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